
Bickenhill & Marston Green
PA RISH cotJN( :li.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 2 November 2022 at 19:30

The Parish Hall, Elmdon Road, Marston Green

Present:
Cllr Clive Hill — Chairman
Cllr Mike Kay
Cllr Mark Noblet
Cllr Sue Rogers
Cllr Trevor Wills
Cllr Claire Kelly

Clerk:

Public:
4389.

4390.

Julie Brennan

4

Chair's welcome
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

PCSO Vicki Phelps

PCSO Vicki Phelps confirmed that vehicles weighing 7.5 tonnes were legally able to drive
through Marston Green providing they were unladen or if they were working or delivering to
properties in the village. She distributed handouts showing the types of vehicles likely to be
seen. She confirmed that monitoring had been undertaken on different days and at different
times but no vehicles which were over the limit were identified. Similarly, earlier in 2022

numerous large vehicles had been stopped and all were found to have the necessary paperwork
or to be unladen. PCSO Phelps confirmed that an operation which would see the Police working
together with Trading Standards and VOSA was being planned subject to a satisfactory location
to stop the vehicles being identified.

PCSO Phelps asked everyone to be aware that incidents of burglary were on the rise and asked
people to ensure windows and doors were locked to stop opportunist thieves gaining access to

properties. She distributed time switches and encouraged people to leave a lamp on the timer
switch so that it appeared that someone was at home.

Cllr Trevor Wills raised the issue of vehicles turning into Chelmsley Lane from Bell Lane when
this was not allowed. PCSO Phelps asked Cllr Wills to let her know the registration numbers of

any cars seen to be doing this so that she could follow the matter up.

A member of the public noted that vehicles regularly exceeded the speed limit on Bickenhill
Road and it was suggested that the new Neighbourhood Watch group could monitor this in

conjunction with the Speedwatch Team.

A member of the public asked if the weight limit on Bickenhill Road could be reduced.
Action item: Clerk to contact SMBC to enquire if the weight limit could be reduced.

A member of the public asked if parking restrictions could be brought in to make it safer in the

area around the doctor's surgery/The Orchard. PCSO Phelps noted that this was a matter for

SMBC

A member of the public noted the issues with vehicles blocking the footpath on Bickenhill Road.

PCSO Phelps agreed to keep an eye on this and to put a note on any vehicle found to be causing

an obstruction.
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4391.

4368.1

4368.2

4368.3

4392.

4393.

4394.

4395.

4396.

4397.

The Public

A member of the public asked if a meeting of the allotment holders would be called. The Clerk

noted the request and said that, although there hadn't been a meeting recently, one could be
planned in the coming months.

A member of the public asked if the Events section of the website could be updated to include

details of the Parish Council meetings. The Clerk stated that she wasn't aware of an events

section on the website but would look into this.

Action item: Clerk to check the website to see if there is an Events section and, if so, to include

the Parish Council meetings.

A member of the public raised the issue of flooding on Alcott Lane noting that the speed bump
acted as a dam making the flooding issue worse.

Acton item: Clerk to raise a ticket with SMBC for investigation.

Apologies

Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr Jon Horton, Cllr Karen Dunn, Cllr Kim
Wallace, Cllr Carole Pearce and Cllr Wayne Hadley.

Declaration of Pecuniary Interests and Dispensations

None

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 October 2022

The Chairman asked those members present at the 5 October 2022 meeting if they had read

the minutes and if they could confirm these as a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Mike Kay

It was resolved that the minutes were a true and accurate record.

Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting — 5 October 2022

4368.2 — Mice on the Amenity Land Allotments - The Clerk confirmed that the pest control

company had recommended humane ways to deter the mice using chilli and garlic spray
rather than traps.

4372/4348 — Pedestrian crossing at Blackfirs Way/Progress Way — Cllr Hill advised that

this was being designed and installation was anticipated in early 2023.
4372/4357 — Kissing gate installation at the Recreation Ground — The Clerk advised that a

delivery date was awaited for the kissing gate.
4373/1728 — Remembrance Day Parade/Service - Cllr Clive Hill noted that volunteer barrier
marshals were still needed.
4375/852.1 Replacement paths at the allotments — The Clerk noted that work was due to

start week commencing 14 November 2022.
4375/852.2 — Signage at the Recreation Ground — The Clerk confirmed that the order had
been placed for the new signs and that the Groundsmen would install them.
4384 — Trees to be planted by the Scouts at MillenniumWood — The Clerk advised that the

trees were due to be planted at Millennium Wood on 6 November 2022.

Matters arising from the Recreation Committee meeting — 19 October 2022

1737 — Cllr Hill noted that the Burial Ground regulations, Memorial Bench Policy and the

Allotment Tenancy agreementwere all due to be reviewed by the Recreation Committee.

Matters arising from the Finance & General Purpose Committee meeting — 24 October
2022

881 — to approve the renewal of the BT contract at a cost of E55.95 per month — the

recommendation was to approve the renewal of the BT contract at a cost of f55.95 per month.
Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Sue Rogers

It was resolved to renew the BT contract at a cost of {55.95 per month.
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882 — to approve the spend of E 1,505.80 to purchase a Billy Goat PR550H scarifier — the

recommendation was to approve the purchase of a Billy Goat Scarifier at a cost of f 1,505.80.
Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Sue Rogers

It was resolved to approve the spend of E 7,505.80 on the Billy Goat PR550H scarifier.

883 — to approve a donation of E 100 to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal — Cllr Mike
Kay noted that a donation of f 100 had been made in 2022 and asked for approval for the same
sum to be donated this year.
Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Mark Noblet

4398.

4399.

4400.

4401.

4402.

4403.

It was resolved to approve a donation of E 100 to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

Matters arising from the Planning Committee meeting 25 October 2022

The meeting with John Pitcher was discussed and it was noted that comments had been
submitted as requested by Mr Pitcher.

Update following the first meeting of the Pavilion Working Group
It was noted that terms of reference needed to be drawn up and approved and a chairman
elected. It was suggested that a second meeting be arranged and that members of Marston
Green Cricket Club be asked to attend.

Action item: Clerk to arrange a second meeting and to invite members of the Cricket Club to

attend.

Approval of the Finance Approval List

The proposal to authorise the payments detailed on the expenditure report was approved.
Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Clive Hill

It was resolved to approve the expenditure payments detailed in the report.

To note and approve the External Audit report from PKF Littlejohn

Cllr Hill noted that the Clerk had circulated sections 1 to 3 of the AGAR along with the Notice
of Public Inspection and the Notice of Conclusion documents to the Councillors.
The Councillors noted that they had read the document and agreed that the matter should be

ratified.

Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Trevor Wills

It was resolved that the External Audit report was noted and approved.

To approve the Direct Debit List and the request to set up further direct debits

The members reviewed the current list of direct debits which were noted. The Clerk asked for

approval to set up direct debit payments for EDF to pay for the new supply of gas and
electricity and to remove British Gas once the final payments had been made to them and the

supply transferred.
Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Trevor Wills

It was resolved that the Clerk was authorised to set up direct debit payments in the name of
EDF for the new gas and electric supplies and to cancel the British Gas direct debits once final
payments had been made.

To approve the set up of Pagepack for the Xerox printer to minimise printing costs
The Clerk outlined the scheme which would charge 0.0099p per mono page and 0.082 per

page for colour printing and automatically send toner cartridges out when needed. Priority
would also be given in the event that engineer call outs were required.
Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour
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It was resolved that Pagepack should be set up to cover the costs of printing for the Xerox
copier.

To approve the renewal of the membership of CPRE at a cost of E75
The members discussed the renewal of the CPRE membership but it was agreed not to renew

4404.

4405.

4406.

4407.

4408.

4409.

4410.

for the coming year.
Proposed: Cllr Sue Rogers
All in favour

Seconded:Cllr Mike Kay

It was resolved that the membership of CPRE would not be renewed for 2023.

To update on the situation in relation to the village hall in Bickenhill

Cllr Mike Kay confirmed that a meeting had been held with Highways England and emails

exchanged with a view to moving the matter forward. It was anticipated that Skanska would
appoint someone to deal with the matter on their behalf. Cllr Kay agreed to keep the Parish
Council updated.

To update on the installation of broadband in Bickenhill village

Cllr Mike Kay noted that there had been no movement on the installation of broadband for

Bickenhill village since his last update. The members discussed the issue with poor broadband
speeds in Marston Green and Cllr Trevor Wills agreed to draft a letter to send to Saqib Bhatti

Proposed: Cllr Trevor Wills
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Mark Noblet

It was resolved that Cllr Trevor Wills draft a letter to be sent to Saqib Bhatti MP regarding the

poor broadband speeds in Marston Green. Letter to be brought to the next meeting for approval
by the members.

External Committee Reports
Parish Hall Trustees — there was nothing to update on at this time.

Marston Green Village Charitable Trust — there was nothing to update on at this time.
Airportmatters - there was nothing to update on at this time.

HS2/M42 J6 update - there was nothing to update on at this time.

Correspondence
4408.1 - The note from Cllr Ken Meeson, Mayor of Solihull, regarding the success of the

Commonwealth Games was noted.

4408.2 - The members agreed a donation of food/drink up to the value of 25 for the Carols

Around the Tree event on 7 December 2022.
Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr MarkNoblet

It was resolved that refreshments up to the value of {25 would be provided for the Carols Around
the Tree event on 7 December 2022.

The Parish Council meeting closed at 21:10

Date of the next meeting: 7 December 2022 19:30
Venue: The Elmdon Lounge, Parish Hall, Elmdon Road, Marston Green
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