
Bickenhill & Marston Green
PARISHCOUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 7 December 2022 at 19:30

The Parish Hall, Elmdon Road, Marston Green

Present:
Cllr Clive Hill — Chairman
Cllr Mike Kay
Cllr Mark Noblet
Cllr Trevor Wills
Cllr Kim Wallace
Cllr Carole Pearce

Clerk:
Public:

4411.

4412.

4412.1

4412.2

4413.

4414.

4415.

4416.

Julie Brennan
3

Chair's welcome
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The Public
A member of the public stated that the Millennium Wood was looking good and noted
that the mist netting and planting of trees would help to improve and develop the site.
It was also noted that buzzards had recently been seen in the area.

A member of the public asked how the application for CIL money to install a new
kitchen at the Baptist Free Church was going. The Clerk advised that she needed to
contact the Church for an update on their application.
Action item: Clerk to contact the Baptist Free Church for an update on their application.

Apologies

Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr Jon Horton, Cllr Claire Kelly, Cllr
Wayne Hadley and Cllr Sue Rogers

Declaration of Pecuniary Interests and Dispensations

None

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 November 2022

The Chairman asked those members present at the 2 November 2022 meeting if they
had read the minutes and if they could confirm these as a true and accurate record.

Seconded: Cllr Trevor WillsProposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour
It was resolved that the minutes were a true and accurate record.

Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting — 2 November 2022

4391/4368.3 — Flooding - The Clerk confirmed that she was corresponding with

SMBC with a view to setting up a meeting to discuss the problems with flooding in

Marston Green.
4399 — Pavilion Working Group — the Clerk was asked to ensure the next meeting

was arranged as soon as possible.
Action item: Clerk to set up the next Pavilion Working Group meeting
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4417.

4417.1

4417.2

4417.3

4418.

4418.1

4418.2

4419.

4421.

Minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting — 16 November 2022

The minutes were noted.

Minute no. 1721 - Cllr Hill advised that the Burial Ground regulations had been
updated using the WALC template and the recommendation was to approve the new
regulations which included the removal of the option for three out of area interments
per year and the addition of the option to charge ex residents an out of area fee at

the Parish Council's discretion.
Proposed: Cllr Trevor Wills

All in favour
Seconded: Cllr Carole Pearce

It was resolved that the Burial Ground regulations were approved.

Minute no. 1754 - Cllr Hill confirmed that the works recommended in the tree survey
on tree number 1578 had now been carried out.

Minutes of the Staffing Committee 17 November 2022

The recommendation was for the Clerk's pay scale to increase from point 27 to point

29 with effect from 1 April 2023 subject to an appraisal being carried out prior to this
date.
Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Trevor Wills

It was resolved that the Clerk's pay scale be increased to point 29 with effectfrom 7

April 2023 subject to an appraisal being carried out prior to this date.

The recommendation was for the Groundsman's pay to increase from point 8 to point
12 with effect from 1 April 2023 subject to an appraisal being carried out prior to this
date.
Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Carole Pearce

It was resolved that the Groundsman's pay scale be increased to point 72 with effect
from 7 April 2023 subject to an appraisal being carried out prior to this date.

Notes from the Planning Committee — comments submitted by email

The Planning Committee notes were reviewed and no queries raised.

Minutes of the Planning Committee 22 November 2022

Cllr Clive Hill referred to item 3.2 from the minutes noting the comments submitted
by the Planning Committee on behalf of the Parish Council in relation to the

demolition of the existing structure and erection of a new single unit on the Chep UK
Ltd site on Bickenhill Lane.

Matters arising from the Finance & General Purpose Committee meeting — 28

November 2022

899 - to review and consider changes to the Burial Ground and Recreation Ground
fees for 2023-2024 - the recommendation was to approve an increase of 10% to all
fees except the bar/lounge hire fee which was subject to a lease review.
Proposed: Cllr Mike Kay
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Mark Noblet

It was resolved to increase the Burial Ground and Recreation Ground fees by 70% for
2023 — 2024. The bar/lounge fee to remain unchanged pending the lease review.

900 — Change to EDF Energy for gas and electricity supply
Cllr Mike Kay asked the Clerk to provide details of the new supply to members.
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902 — to approve the spend of E2,703.60 (including VAT) to install thermostatic
radiator valves in the Pavilion and E3,420 (including VAT) to replace the boiler in
the Groundsman's House — the recommendation was to approve both spends which
will help to reduce gas usage and costs.

Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Trevor Wills

It was resolved to approve the spend off2, 703.60 to install thermostatic radiator valves
at the Pavilion and f3,420 to install a new boiler in the Groundsman's House.

903 — Repair to the lift at the Pavilion — Cllr Mike Kay confirmed that the lift was
currently out of order and that, given the f 1,139.56 cost to repair the 'stop' button, the

Committee had asked the Clerk to seek a quote for a replacement lift.

To approve the Finance Approval List
The proposal to authorise the payments detailed on the expenditure report was
approved. The note on urgent payments made was also approved.

4422.

4423.

4424.

4425.

4426.

4427.

Proposed: Cllr Trevor Wills

All in favour
Seconded: Cllr Mike Kay

It was resolved to approve the expenditure payments detailed in the report.

To note that agreement has been reached on the Local Government Services Pay
Agreement for 2022/2023

It was noted that the 2022/2023 pay agreement had been reached which would see
an increase of f 1,925 for each employee from 1 April 2022 and, from 1 April 2023, an
additional day's annual leave.

To approve the budget for 2023/2024

Cllr Mike Kay provided an overview of the budget documentation that had been

circulated in the pack noting that it had been difficult to calculate some of the budget
lines due to the current situation with inflation and rising costs. He stated that it

would be necessary to make saving where possible and to utilise reserves to manage
the increase in precept that would be needed.
Proposed: Cllr Mark Noblet
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Trevor Wills

It was resolved that the draft budget was approved.

To update on the situation in relation to the village Hall in Bickenhill
Cllr Mike Kay let the members know that matters were ongoing and that it was hoped
that, following advice from an architect, a planning application would be made. He

confirmed that a meeting had taken place with Cllr Bob Sleigh and that matters
should move forward once the meeting with a representative from National Highways
had taken place in the New Year.

To update on the installation of broadband in Bickenhill village

Cllr Mike Kay confirmed that details of a new scheme were due to be announced and
that it was hoped this would enable the installation of broadband in the village to

move forward.

To approve the letter drafted by Cllr Trevor Wills to send to Saqib Bhatti MP
regarding broadband issues in Marston Green

The members approved the letter subject to an amendment to show Bickenhill &
Marston Green Parish Council on line one and the removal/alteration of the paragraph
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relating to broadband speeds in France. The Clerk was asked to send the letter on
behalf of the Parish Council.

Cllr Wills let the Clerk know that he would be attending Saqib

and offered to hand the letter to him at that meeting. Cllr Wills also advised
that he had shared the broadband performance details with Cllr Bob Sleigh who had

advised that he would also look into the matter.

To approve a payment of E500 to the foodbank at St Peter's, Bickenhill

Cllr Mike Kay asked for approval to make a donation of E500 to the foodbank that had
been set up at St Peter's Church, Bickenhill. The Clerk was asked to investigate how to

access and use monies from the Bickenhill Relief in Need Charity.

4428.

4429.

4430.

4431.

4432.

Proposed: Cllr Carole Pearce
All in favour

Seconded: Cllr Mark Noblet

It was resolved that a payment of f500 be made to the foodbank at St Peter's Church,

Bickenhill utilising the Bickenhill Relief in Need Charity ifpossible.

External Committee Reports
Parish Hall Trustees — it was noted that fees were likely to increase by 10% and that it

was hoped that fundraising would start again in the near future.

Marston Green Village Charitable Trust — there was nothing to update on at this

time.

Airport matters - there was nothing to update on at this time.

HS2/M42 J6 update — Cllr Trevor Wills let the members know that a meeting was likely

to take place in January and that he would share any updates following that meeting.
Cllr Mike Kay confirmed that the bridge over the A45 had not yet opened and that the

closure of Catherine de Barnes Lane was likely to take place in the New Year. He

confirmed that he was meeting SMBC to discuss issues with the road surface on St

Peter's Lane which was breaking up and the problems caused by mud on the

carriageways.

Correspondence
The correspondence was noted.

The Parish Council meeting closed at 21:01

Date of the next meeting: 11 January 2022 19:30

Venue: The Elmdon Lounge, Parish Hall, Elmdon Road, Marston Green
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